Muhtaram Ulama,
As-salamu ‘alaykum wa-rahmatullahi wa-barakatuh,

What type of mistake igira‘ahin salzh invalidates thesalzh? Attached is a simple guideline
prepared by Mawlana Faraz ibn Adam, a studenteoDrul Iftaa from UK. The guideline
will be useful for the Imams of theasijid.

(Mufti) Ebrahim Desai
Guidelines for mistakes in Qira’ah in salah
Errors in recitation can take place in 5 different areas[1]:
1) %rab and harakat (Diactitics)
2) Huruf (Letters)
3) Kalimat (Words)
4)  Jumal wal-ayat (Sentences)

5) Wuguf (Pauses)

1) Errors in‘l rab andharakat (Diacritics)
This refers to changing a dbammab tor a kasrah, ot a fathah for a dbammab etc. Also
included here is the reducing of a mushaddad to one letter or stretching a letter more

than it should.

According to the earlier scholars, any mistake which results in such a meaning
which can nullify one’s faith will invalidate the salah.

According to the later scholars like Muhammad ibn Mugatil, Muhammad ibn Salam,
Isma 1l al-zahid, Abu bakr ibn Sa‘id al-Balkhi, al-Hindwani, ibn al-Fadhl and al-

Halwani rabimahumullab, if a person errs in the 77ab and the harakat then it will not
invalidate the sa/ah at all. This view is the preferred opinion.[2]

If a person intentionally recites in such a manner which gives an indecent meaning,
then his salah will be void. His recitation can lead to disbelief (kufr).[3]

2) Errors in hurif (letters)

Mistakes in letters can take place by:
* changing a letter

* adding a letter



* omitting a letter
* joining letters

* disorder in the letters.[4]

Changing letters:

By the changing one letter to another, it will motalidate thesalzh as long as the meaning is

not changed to an unreasonable meaning. For eraripbmebody recites{)}i.ﬁLJ;J\ Z}i
instead ofelol) ZJL then one’ssalzh will still be intact. Likewise, if somebody ree

~0
Py

&34 in the place of-p4! or &) in the place of§l, then even in this scenario the
salzh will be valid [5]

If the letter recited by mistake sounds close to the original letter and it is difficult to
distinguish between the two, then such an error will not invalidate the sa/ih. For

example if somebody utters sizz (_») in the place of sad (_») or tha’ (;‘5'25*) in the
place of dhad (-}\-fia)\) or ta’ (g‘ja-“) in the place of ta’ (9@5*) then all such errors will

not invalidate the sa/ah, as long as a corrupt meaning is not portrayed.

If the letter is changed into such a letter which does not have a resemblance to the
first and it can be easily distinguished from the first, then this will invalidate the

salah. For example, if one recites the word g)\.’%-LLS\ in the place of o)), then

one’s salah will be deemed invalid, as the meaning has changed dramatically. [6]
Adding letters:

If a letter is added to a word, it will not invalidate the sa/ih as long as the meaning

has not become unreasonable. For example, if somebody recites S.«J/ 20 o5 6@: I3

instead of ﬁiﬁ\ 5 %13 then this will not invalidate the sa/ib as the meaning has not

become unreasonable and unbearable.[7]
Omitting letters:

If a letter is omitted but it does not change the meaning, then the sa/h will be

valid. For example, if somebody recited u\-«:Jb S1bo% ('-39\-‘* -ujj in the place of J-R-Sj
oL B2 ('-é-k\-‘* then the salah will still be intact. However, if somebody recited

Osndd ~+ L in the place of O sedl N ~ L then due to the corruption in the

meaning, the salih will become invalid.[8]



Joining letters:

The joining of the letters from two separate words will not nullify the sa/ih. 1f the

kafis joined to the nin in :\f{: 5\31 for example M \31 then this will not nullify

the salah. [9]

Disorder in letters:
Disorder in the letters which give a different megraltogether from the original word in the
Qur‘an and this word is not found in the Qam, then according to all the scholars slaézh

will be void. For example, ib,~ s was read in the place &fs3 or 24¢ in the place of

—2¢ then thesalzh will become invalid.10]

To sum up, a mistake made in the letter of a wdnetlvalters the meaning to a corrupt
meaning will invalidate thealzh.

3) Errorsinwords[11]

If the different word recited iglentical to the original word in connotation and it is falim
the Qurfan, then according to all the scholars siad7h will be valid. An example of this is to

recite AWl alabs in the place o{..;i!\ ek, [12]

If the mistakenly recited word milar to the original word in meaning and the word reatit

is somewhere else in the @orthen also thealzh will remain intact. For example, >3

was recited in the place gfl)! or svewlin the place ofsa! or x> in the place ofya:
then in all cases thealzh will remain valid[13]

If the mistakenly recited word is similar to thegimal word in meaning but the word recited
hasnot comein the Qufan, then according to Imam A&bHarifah and Imam Muhammad

rahimahumallahthe salzh will still be valid. According to Imam Ab Yasuf thesalzh will be
invalid. The preferred opinion is that of Imam@Harifah rahimahullah. For example, if

one recites)ld>=< in the place ofgb’,:&f or 4 ¢La Y inthe place ofe <35 Y.[14]

If a word is added to the text of the Qur and the added word is found in the @Quarbut the
addition has changed the meaning then this wiklidate the sah. For example, if
somebody recited

SRl A Syl a2 Ay 193255 15541 UJ.U\) where he added the Worglwlé/\g 193253,
then such a mistake will invalidate tealzh due to corrupting the meaning.



Likewise, if a word was added to the text of the @ubut the added word is not found in the

Quran then this will also invalidate trealzh. For example, if somebody remtgs& L;\.6 L:\

‘:I\-o-") Lfl 153133 where he added the Wo?ﬂ.l%g then this will invalidate thealih.

If the additional word does not change the meaamgjit is found in the QU&n then this will
not invalidate thesalzh. For example, the recitation G} fr> ol ol”all O} will not
invalidate thesalih.

If the additional word does not change the meaamdjthe word is also not found in the
Quran, then thesalzh will still not be invalidated. For example if setvody added the word

CL‘Uj in the followingayah 533 C‘-ﬂ-’j 5 igsG.[15]

A repeated word that does not change the meanihgatiinvalidate thesalzh. However, if
a repeated word alters the meaning to a corruphimgahen thesalzh will be void. For

example, the recitation of_;,»gj\.;l\ &y &y ordfd\ 2% MG el will invalidate the
salzh.[10]

Words which are recited in the incorrect order willy invalidate thesalzh if the meaning is

corrupted. If somebody recﬂgdﬁj 9 &.@—» ...... s Lgd (..i then thesalzh will remain valid as

the meaning has not altered. However, if someliedyes JL>=_eJ\ u) (..our ‘_@3 SR u

('-gd ‘_gd then thesalzh will become invalid as an incorrect meaning totalpposing reality
has been portrayed by the woid3]

4) Errorsin sentences

Verses which are recited from different chapters after another with pauses in between will
not nullify thesalzh. The recitation of sentences of the @nrin the following order with a
pause irbetween each verse will not invalidate fadih:

] e £°

£ 42 2a Sl ol bles T 0 G L o A0 G s

Even though the latter verse is at odds with thenéw, as there is a pause in between, the
salzh will not be nullified[18]

If the person who recites verses disorderly doépaose between each verse, thersieh
will only be invalid if the meanings of the two ess oppose each other. For example, if
somebody recited

S ans 138 S al tslakg 15T 5000 O instead ofVE 3354 Blis b ol
then this will not render thealzh invalid as the meaning has not been altered
dramatically. However, if one recited



£ 35 5A ol L) 1o 1447 2,000 ) then hissalzh will become voidi19)]

5) Errorsin pausing

If one pauses in a place where there is no pausensmences recitation from a place where
recitation is not started from, then as long astleaning does not change, gaih will be
valid. For example, if somebody recitesz 3 Uall 13Le£5 15231 7,001 O] and then he pauses
and carries on reciting

4-’)"-“ s (..i éljjﬂ, then hissalzh will not be invalid as the meaning has not be¢eredl.

If somebody does not pause in a place where onddspause, for example after/:,»\.é&j
QGJ* he joins it with JJ&“ djiw”— u"d‘ then although this will not invalidate tisakzh it will
be disliked to do this.

If the meaning is changed due to pausing incoirettien thesalzh will still not become

invalid. For example, if someone recité& NEHRAL -L@.w after which he paused for a while

and then reciteg» B?i, then thesalzh will not be invalidated, even though the meanmg i
incorrect[20]

In conclusion, errors in the harakdt (diacritics) will not render the sa/ah invalid no
matter how severe the mistake. A mistake made in the letter of a word which alters
the meaning to a corrupt meaning will invalidate the sa/h. Faults in the recitation
of the word will invalidate the sz/zh when the meaning of the word is totally

different and the word is not found in the Qur‘an. Similarly, the addition of a

word-whether it is found in the Qur an or not- will invalidate the sa/ab if the
proposed meaning is inappropriate. Repetition and disarray of words will only
nullify the sa/ih if the meaning portrayed is incorrect. Verses recited disorderly
without pauses in between will invalidate the sa/zh when two verses are at odds with
each other. Besides these errors, all other others will be overlooked and the salih
will be deemed as valid.

Nevertheless, if a recitation was made in such a way that it had the potential to

invalidate the prayer, however the error was immediately corrected, then the sa/ih
will remain valid.[21]

And Allah Ta’ala Knows Best

Mawlana Faraz Ibn Adam,
Student Darul Iftaa

UK

Checked and Approved by,
Mufti Ebrahim Desai



